PARKMAN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
Tuesday, March 14, 2006
Members present:
Cindy Gazley, Ron Misconin, and John Patton
Members not present:  Betty Jo Lengel, Mathew Wilson and Rich Hill

Meeting called to order by Chairman Cindy Gazley at 7:38 PM.

A motion was made by John to waive the reading of the minutes until after the appeal. The motion was seconded by Ron.
There is one appeal to be addressed by the Board at this meeting:

· 2006-16101 Shedd Road, Parkman Township, Middlefield, OH  44062
Cindy administered Oath of Truthfulness to all present.

Cindy explained the format of the meeting and then gave an overview of how the meeting would be run.

Appeal 2006-16101 was called.

Applicant Explanation for requesting variance to Parkman Township Zoning Resolution.

Mr. Miller explained the request for variance as follows:
He started off as he had 2 weddings in their home and it wasn’t a good situation.  He started to plan this, and it kept getting bigger.  He took the square footage of an average wedding.  A lot of people put up the tents, and he had a bad experience with tents at one wedding, so he wants to stay away from tents.  (A wind blew up the night before the wedding, and the tent blew over).  He tried to set it up so it does not appear to be a large building from the road.  At this time, he has no idea what he wants to do for a small business, but when he retires, he would like to continue to work.  He is thinking possibly restoring old antique tractors, but it would be more a hobby business.  This is way larger than he would need for the church service, but it is adequate for a wedding.  

Cindy asked if there was anything else. Cindy closed that portion of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
Open Floor to Public.

Mark asked if the building would be rented out for other Amish weddings?  Mr. Miller answered no.  Mark asked if he was aware of the zoning when he purchased the property?  Mr. Miller answered yes as he has lived in Parkman all his life.  Mark noted that there was a similar request previously, very similar to this appeal, and it was denied due to the fact that he had a business in there.  When he was denied, he actually built a building that was larger, as he built two floors up.

Cindy asked if anyone else had anything to add.  Cindy closed that portion of the meeting. 
Cindy asked for a motion to grant the variance. John moved to grant and Ron seconded the motion.
Cindy opened the meeting to the Board members for questions to the applicant/owner.

Board Members Questions/Comments to Applicant/Owner.
John asked for the dimensions of the drawing.  The main building dimension is 36’ x 96’.  John asked regarding the size of the building, is that size necessary?  Mr. Miller answered yes.  Ron asked how many acres Mr. Miller owns?  He owns 24 acres in total, however his property is split.  Ron asked for clarification of the address, as there are two addresses listed on the GIS sheet from the county attached to the application.  Mr. Miller is open to combining the land into one lot.  Mr. Miller was asked if he thinks his neighbors will object this?  Mr. Miller feels they will not.  Mr. Miller was asked the use of the rest of the 20 acres?  He raises horses and does a little farming.  He has several tractors he would like to restore at some point.
Cindy asked for any other questions. There were none. Cindy closed that portion of the meeting.

Board Members Discussion/Deliberation.

Cindy led the Board in considering the following issues: 
1) Is there a reasonable return or beneficial use without the variance?  Yes, but it does not address the wedding question.
2)  Is the variance substantial? Yes, it is almost double.
3) Would adjoining properties suffer or be altered?  No
4) Is variance adverse to providing government services?  No
5) Was purchase of property with knowledge of the restrictions?  Yes
6) Can predicament be obviated by means other than by variance?  The Board feels that the two story possibility could potentially work.
7) Would the spirit and intent of the zoning be upheld?  
The board had no comment on this issue.

8) Are there other such critera which relate to determining whether the zoning regulation is equitable?  
John noted that Amish folks always have their weddings at their houses.
Cindy asked for any other questions or comments from the Board members, closed that portion of the meeting and asked for a roll call on the motion to grant the variance.

ROLL CALL:

Cindy - 
No

Ron - 

No
John -

Yes
Cindy advised applicant Mr. Miller, that the variance has been denied and that he has 30 days to appeal the decision. Decision Forms would be mailed within the next ten days.

2006-16101
The members completed the Decision Form and Fact Finding Sheet.

Roll call to accept the Fact Finding Sheet.

Cindy - 
Yes
Ron - 

Yes
John -

No
Cindy made a motion to accept minutes of the January 10, 2006 meeting, seconded by Ron.

Cindy asked if there was any old business. There was none. 
Cindy asked for new business.  Connie brought up the suggested change in filing to parcel numbers.  The committee does not object.
Motion to adjourn by Ron, seconded by Cindy. Next meeting is on Tuesday, April 11, 2006, if there are any appeals to be heard.
____________________________

Secretary

