
PARKMAN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
August 11, 2020
Members present:  Jo Lengel, Rich Hill, Bryan Mullins, Donna Newsome, Dennis Coz and Jan Helt, Secretary
Ms. Lengel introduced herself and had the board do the same. Reminded the public they

must sign the ledger if they wish to testify.
Meeting called to order by Chairperson Jo Lengel at 7:05pm.
Ms. Lengel asked for a motion to waive the reading of the minutes until after the appeal. Mr. Hill motioned seconded by Mr. Mullins. All in favor.
Ms. Newsome recused herself due to a conflict of interest.

Ms. Helt stated she had a Power of Attorney for Mr. Oluic to speak for Geauga county Board of Commissioners.

There is one appeal to be addressed by the Board at this meeting:

· 2020-16125
Ms. Lengel administered Oath of Truthfulness to Mr. Steve Oluic and Donna Newsome                           
Appeal 2020-16125  was called.

This application submitted by Geauga County Board of Commissioners appellant, 470 Center Street, Bldg. 4 Chardon, Ohio 44064, is requesting a variance from the Parkman Township Zoning Resolution for property located at, 16125 Main Market Road Parkman Township, Ohio which shall be in accordance with all of the applicable regulations for the District and the following regulations: ARTICLE 1V Section 402.4 Minimum Lot Area.
Applicant Explanation for requesting variance to Parkman Township Zoning Resolution:
Mr. Steve Oluic explained he is representing Geauga County Board of Commissioners. He stated the county owns a lot located at 16125 Main Market Road that has one vacant house and a sanitary sewage pumping station. The county would like to split the parcel each structure will be on its own parcel of .75 acres. The home is not being used and we have had several requests to purchase or rent the house. We don’t want to be landlords all though we feel the house should be used rather then sit there empty. If we don’t do something soon the house will fall apart. The house already has a hole in the roof we had to repair.
Ms. Lengel asked if there was anything else. Ms. Lengel closed that portion of the meeting.
Open Floor to Public:

There was no one else present at this meeting.
1
Ms. Lengel asked if anyone else had anything to add. Ms. Lengel closed that portion of the meeting.                                                                                           
Ms. Lengel opened the meeting to the Board members for questions to the applicant/owner.

Mr. Spelich (Zoning Inspector) stated that several months ago Mr. Oluic called and explained the situation to him as he just explained to the Board. I told him I could not do anything about it and he would have to go to the BZA to get a variance. 
Mr. Hill asked why .75 acres, why not give the house more area? 

Mr. Oluic stated it is a bit awkward for trucks to get in and out of the property because of the location on 422 and the topography of the lot.
Ms. Lengel stated they need a circular driveway. Mr. Oluic stated yes they do. 
Mr. Hill stated you bought the property how many years ago so the house is maybe worth maybe $30,000 or maybe, or maybe not, if it already has a hole in the roof.
Mr. Oluic stated the house and property were purchased in 2010. 
Ms. Lengel asked Mr. Oluic if the county has considered tearing the house down, the property is just a lift station for the plant. 
Mr. Mullins said maybe it isn’t worth fixing up. 
Mr. Oluic stated that someone called the county about renting the house. The County would rather just take care of the pumping house.. 
Ms. Lengel asked if the county had considered putting any money into the house first before selling it. 
Mr. Oluic said no, but Rod Ziegler has showed some interest in purchasing it and fixing it up. Mr. Oluic said he thinks it is a waste for that house to sit  empty when someone could be using it.
Mr. Hill stated the concern here is someone may buy it and since it is in a commercial area build a big building on .75 acres. If Rod Zielger is interested in it let him buy it he owns the property next to it, maybe he could consolidate with his property.
Ms. Lengel stated there are no measurements on the map, and so we don’t think there is 75 foot frontage buffer required, bu zoning, from the right of way to the house.
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Mr. Spelich stated the property has not been surveyed yet. 
Mr. Oluic and Ms. Lengel both stated that the recorder’s office site was down so they could not get any information as far as measurements on the property.
Mr. Spelich said the recorder’s office site could be down for a while 3, 4 maybe even 6 months. 

Ms. Lengel stated .75 acre would never be enough for a septic system but since the house would have to be hooked up to the sewage system in Parkman that would not be an issue. Ms. Lengel asked if the house had a well and if Mr. Oluic knew where it was located?
Mr. Oluic stated he did not know but he would make a phone call and find out. He found out it is located right next to the house. 

Ms. Lengel asked if the house had been tied into the Parkman Sewage System yet?

Mr. Oluic stated nothing has been done to connect the to the sewage system.

Ms. Lengel asked if there were any other questions, there were none.
Ms. Lengel closed the general discussion asked for a motion to grant the variance. Rich Hill motioned and a second Bryan Mullins seconded. 
Board Members, Discussion/Deliberation:

Ms. Lengel led the Board in considering the following issues:
1) Is there a reasonable return or beneficial use without the Variance?
The answer yes, still being used for sanitary sewage pumping station.
2) Is the variance substantial?  Yes it is.
3) Would adjoining properties suffer or be altered? No they would not suffer.
4) Is variance averse to providing government services? No, not necessarily.  
5) Was purchase of property with knowledge of the restrictions?  Yes.
6) Can predicament be obviated by means other than by variance?  Yes, the house can be torn down, or property consolidated with other property.
7) Would the spirit and intent of the zoning be upheld? No, it would not be upheld by granting the variance.  
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Ms. Lengel asked for any other questions or comments from the Board members, closed that portion of the meeting and asked for a roll call on the motion to grant the variance.

ROLL CALL:

Jo Lengel -              NO
Rich Hill -               NO
Bryan Mullins         NO
Dennis Coz-            NO                                       
Donna Newsome-   NO

Mr. Rod Ziegler walked into the meeting and said he would like to address the property owned by the Geauga County Commissioners. Mr. Ziegler signed in and was given the oath of truthfulness. 
Ms. Lengel stated that the house still has a septic system. We voted no because someone could buy the property and put up a huge building since it is only .75 acres and in a commercial area. We are not willing to take that chance.

Mr. Ziegler stated he would like to buy the .75 acres with the house and fix it up. Right now there is a hole in the roof shingles flew off onto his property. He wanted to fix it and the county wouldn’t let him because of the liability involved.
Ms. Lengel stated that there are other things that can be done.  
Mr. Ziegler said he could make it a 2 ½ acre property. Buying it and consolidating with his property since he owns the property next door, and the lake behind the house. Maybe at some point it would still involve the BZA.

Mr. Hill stated that would be perfect and make it legal, getting the property closer to the 2 ½ acre zoning requirement would be preferable. .

Mr. Spelich stated the property is usable, as  I see it, and preferable to make it conform as much as possible. 

Mr. Ziegler said he felt he could fix the house and the property  up really nice.

Ms. Lengel said she would like to see something done with it.

Mr. Mullins said the way it is now you definitely have to worry about the house as far as the home deteriorating further. 

Mr. Ziegler said he is worried about it also and will see what he can do as far as buying the property or bidding on it.
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2020-16125
The members completed the Decision Form and Fact Finding Sheet.
Roll call to accept the Fact Finding Sheet.

Jo Lengel -               YES
Rich Hill -                YES
Bryan Mullins -        YES
Dennis Coz-             YES
Donna Newsome-    YES
Ms. Lengel asked if everyone had gone over the minutes from July 14, 2020.
Ms. Lengel asked for a motion to approve minutes. Mr. Mullins moved and Mr. Hill seconded the motion all in favor.
Ms. Lengel stated she will not be here for our September meeting. Mr. Spelich stated there is nothing on the agenda for September so far. A suggestion was made to meet early maybe at the end of August and go over and sign the minutes.
Mr. Spelich brought everyone up to date as to what is going on in Parkman Township. Post Office will be coming soon.
Adjournment:

Ms. Lengel asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Mullins motioned Mr. Hill seconded, the motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:00p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,                                                    

_________________________                                           ________________________
 Jan Helt                             Date                                                  Jo Lengel                            Date        

 Secretary, BZA                                                                             Chairperson, BZA
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