Parkman Township
Zoning Commission

Minutes of October 25, 2005 Meeting
Members Present:
John Augustine, Scott Villers, Steve Cole, Carlos Nieves, Renee Patry
Not Present:  Bill Pollard

Also present were Alan Wilson, Debbie Wilson, Jim Loving, Rick Englehart, Sandy Englehart
John Augustine called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM.  John welcomed everyone to the meeting, and explained the format of the meeting.  Scott asked Al Wilson the status of the septic plan and Alan explained that we are waiting for Mr. Hofstetter to put something in writing for the county’s review.  Scott asked if there is a timetable in which the county must move on to keep the grant money.  Al’s understanding is that if Mr. Hofstetter does not provide the information, they will begin downsizing the system and working on new plans.  They hope to hear something this week.
John made a motion to approve the minutes as written based on the fact that he has it on tape, if there are any questions.  Scott seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

John asked if there was any discussion on the resolution change from last meeting.  John felt it was pretty unanimous among those present not to change the industrial area.  

Scott made a motion to proceed with a vote on Proposed Amendment 2005-02, and John seconded the motion.

Upon a roll call, the members voted the following:

Renee Patry

No

Scott Villers

No

Carlos Nieves

No

John Augustine
No

Steve Cole

No

It was recommended that we send a meeting notice to Jonas Yoder for future meetings, so the Amish community can be represented.

John asked for comments about the meeting and Carlos asked about ham radio towers.  John noted that a tower request came before the Board of Zoning Appeals, and it was approved.  The committee then discussed the 402.7 (3) wording.
John passed out information on the seminar he recently attended, and noted he also did tape some of the sessions he attended, and the tapes are available for committee review, if anyone is interested.  John also had several handouts for the committee from the conference.  House Bill 299 would authorize townships to levy impact fees.  Ohioplanning.org for more information on committee planning dates.  Dave Dietrich also sent information on conservation zoning, which John has available for review.
John asked the committee’s opinion on conservation zoning, and Scott noted he feels it is fine if someone is interested in developing in that way.  John explained that typically they are density neutral.  John noted that if we are interested in density zoning, we may want to review our lot size.  Thompson recently increased their zoning to 5 acres.   He believes that we are currently the smallest.   Scott asked if the county has a minimum size for a septic system.  
The committee next discussed the information Renee has proposed for the swimming pool.

The committee then resumed work on Article 4.  A question arose on 403.6 D.  John will ask the Planning Commission for some input into what other townships have written.  

John asked for comments and questions from those present.  Mrs. Engelhart asked the current hours of operations for home occupations.  The current regulations are 6 AM to 10 PM.  We are suggesting changes of 7 AM to 7 PM.  Mr. Engelhart asked about decibel levels for home occupation businesses.  Mr. Englehart asked about the square footage, we need clarification whether we’re talking building footage or total area.

Alan noted that he would love to have a Red Maple Inn type business in the township in a commercial area, but the way this is written, we cannot have it.  
The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, November 22, 2005.  The committee decided to combine the November and December meetings and instead meet on Tuesday, December 6, 2005.

Steve made a motion to adjourn at 9:07 PM.   Carlos seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 6, 2005.
Respectfully Submitted,

Connie M. Hasman

Parkman Township Zoning Commission Secretary
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